KALOJAN AND   THE POPE.
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the reputed origin of the Bulgarian monarch from a
Roman stock, and called upon him to show his
devotion to the Holy See by deeds as well as words.
Kalojan acknowledged the compliment and replied
in a grandiloquent Latin epistle, in which he described
himself as "Emperor of the Bulgarians and Wallachs."
He begged the Pope to receive him into the Catholic
faith, and besought an Imperial crown at his hands.
But he soon found that Innocent wanted something
more than empty phrases. Political considerations
made it imperative to obtain Papal recognition with-
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out further delay. Accordingly, he signed a Golden
Bull, in which he acknowledged the supremacy of the
Papacy for himself and his heirs for ever. The Pope
then despatched a Cardinal to Trnovo with a royal,
not an Imperial, crown, for in Papal documents of
the period we always find the title of king, not that
of emperor, bestowed upon the Bulgarian monarch.
On the 8th of November, 1204, Kalojan was crowned .
by the Cardinal with great ceremony, and received at
his hands a sceptre and a banner with the picture of
St. Peter emblazoned upon it. Permission was also
accorded him to issue coins bearing his own image
and superscription. On the previous day the Papal
envoy had consecrated a Bulgarian primate, two